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Alexis Ehrhardt is a higher education and public affairs leader with more than 25 years of  
experience spanning government relations, nonprofit leadership, workforce development, and 
higher education administration. 
 
She currently serves as vice president for government relations at Virginia Commonwealth 
University. At VCU, she plays a pivotal role in fostering bipartisan relationships and coalitions  
while advocating for policies, public funding, and legislation that support the institution’s  
missions in education, research, healthcare, and economic development. 
 
Previously she was executive director for state government relations and special assistant to the 
president at the University of Virginia, where she led the University's state government relations  
strategy and engagement with the Governor’s Office, General Assembly, state agencies, and 
external partners. She also has served as President and CEO of the Danville Pittsylvania 
County Chamber of Commerce, leading initiatives focused on business development, workforce 
and talent development, entrepreneurship, legislative advocacy, and regional economic growth.  
Under her leadership, the Chamber expanded its impact through strategic partnerships, public  
policy engagement, and efforts supporting economic transformation in Southern Virginia. 
 
Earlier in her career, Alexis held leadership positions at Averett University, where she was the 
founding executive director of the Center for Community Engagement and Career  
Competitiveness, and at Danville Community College, where she created the institution’s first 
Baccalaureate Transfer Program. She also has taught leadership studies courses at the 
undergraduate and master’s levels at Averett University and the University of Lynchburg. 
 
Alexis serves on numerous state and regional boards, including the Virginia Foundation for the 
Humanities, Virginia Early Childhood Foundation, Sorensen Institute for Political Leadership,  
and Danville Regional Foundation, where she previously served as Board Chair. She is a former 
gubernatorial appointee to the Tobacco Region Revitalization Commission and has held board  
roles with Lead Virginia, the Future of the Piedmont Foundation, the Virginia Association of  
Chamber of Commerce Executives, and other nonprofit organizations. 
 
Alexis earned a Doctor of Education in Leadership Studies from the University of Lynchburg, a 
Master of Education in Higher Education from the University of Virginia, and a Bachelor of Arts,  
magna cum laude, from Emory University. 


