
 
GO Virginia - Region 4 Council Meeting 

Tuesday, March 24, 2026 – 9:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. 
NewMarket Pavilion Conference Room 

330 S. 4th Street 
Richmond, Virginia 23219 

 
                                                 
Members Participating:   
 
Brian Anderson, Dr. Joe Casey, Will Clements, Ellen Cook, Elizabeth Creamer, Robby 
Demeria, Moses Foster, Bill Goodwin, Dr. Wayne Lyle, Dr. Mark Moore, Dr. Paul Pando, Chuck 
Pollard, Natalie Slate, Monica Smith-Callahan, Wendy Shields, Lorin Sodell and Charles Wilson 
 
 
Members Unable to Participate: 
 
Todd Haymore, Rob Locke, Paul Tuck, Dr. Michael Rao 
 
 
Call to Order: 
 
The meeting of the Region 4 Council convened with a majority of members participating.  Mr. 
Moses Foster, Vice Chair of the Council, chaired the meeting and called the meeting to order.  
Ms. Ann Isbell served as secretary and recorded the minutes of the meeting. 
 
 
Citizen Comment: 
 
No comments were made by the public; the public comment period was closed. 
 
 
Consent Agenda 
 
     RESOLVED, upon motion duly made and seconded, the minutes of February 10, 2026, 
meeting, as previously distributed to the Council, were approved.   
 
 
Nominating Committee Report 
 
     Mr. Will Clements reported that the nominating committee met on Friday, March 20 to review 
membership and requested recommendations from the Region 4 Council to replace members 
whose terms will end this year.  Mr. Clements also reported that the nominating committee was 
recommending the election of Mr. Bryan Jones, President, Hourigan Construction to replace 
Mark Hourigan. 
 
     RESOLVED, upon motion duly made and seconded, Mr. Jones was elected to serve on the 
Region 4 Council. 
     
 



 
 
Foundation Board Project Recommendations 
 
 
     Mr. Wilson Flohr, President of the GROW Capital Jobs Foundation (the Foundation), 
reported the status of the Brightpoint Community College application for a Cybersecurity +AI  
workforce development lab.  The applicant had requested a deferral to allow time to resolve 
contingencies for approval identified by the Foundation, subject matter experts, and staff.   
 
The workforce lab responds to the need identified by the business community for an educated 
workforce for cybersecurity.  Mr. Flohr directed the Council to the summary of the 
recommendation that had been distributed with the meeting materials. He noted the lab will not 
be operational until Year 2 therefore Brightpoint will need additional time to meet the strong 
outcomes that were committed in the application. Mr. Flohr further noted wide participation from 
local jurisdictions along with significant cash match from the Cameron Foundation and Altria.   
 
     RESOLVED, upon motion duly made and seconded the Cybersecurity + AI application was 
approved by the Region 4 Council to submit to GO Virginia for funding.  [Ms. Creamer 
abstained from the vote.] 
 
 
Project Presentation 
 
     Mr. Adam Sledd, Executive Director of Dominion Energy Innovation Center (DEIC) in 
Ashland presented a scale-up project for the energy cluster in collaboration with Hampton 
Roads Alliance in Region 5. The Strategic Cluster Advancement for Leading Energy (SCALE). 
The project will create a pipeline of emergent hardware and software energy companies 
seeking locations for offices, manufacturing facilities, or international landing sites. Specifically, 
SCALE will work to attract companies in the advanced power systems and grid technologies 
space. DEIC is uniquely qualified to lead the project as the only organization connected to all 
key stakeholders. This cluster scale-up project aligns with GO Virginia funding priorities, 
supports Region 4’s Growth & Diversification Plan, and meets the goals of partners. 
 
Following the presentation Mr. Braden Croy, DEIC’s Program Director, also responded to 
questions from the Region 4 Council.   
 
     RESOLVED, upon motion duly made and seconded the Strategic Cluster Advancement for 
Leading Energy (SCALE) application was approved for review and recommendation by the 
GROW Capital Jobs Foundation.   
 
 
Foundation Report 
 
     Mr. Flohr reported on the status of two projects previously approved by the Region 4 
Council.  Following meetings with the Dean of the School of Business at Virginia 
Commonwealth University (VCU) we were informed that VCU has temporarily paused the Small 
Business Opportunity Center to determine how it can be integrated into another new initiative 
for the business school as well as the da Vinci Center. 
 



Mr. Flohr also informed the Council that the GO TEC Expansion II had been withdrawn from the 
agenda for approval at the GO Virginia State Board meeting.  The program’s creator, the 
Institute of Advanced Learning and Research (IALR) had been scheduled to present their 
sustainability plan at the March 24 meeting. That report was delayed until the June 9, 2026, 
state board meeting with the Region 4 expansion also back on the agenda for approval then. 
 
 
Adjournment: 
 
There being no other business the meeting was adjourned. 
 

        
                                                                                 __________________________ 
                                                                                 Moses Foster, Vice Chair 
__________________________ 
Ann M. Isbell, Acting Secretary 


